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Links Sets a New Record!  By Syeda Anum Zahra - 8P 

We at Links, encourage our students to take part in all sorts of competitions and 

tests. We believe by doing so they get a new opportunity to show their talents and 

apply their skills. One such competition was held by the Pak-Turk International 

School which holds an Inter School Mathematics Olympiad (ISMO) every year 

for students ranging from grade 5 to 8. ISMO was initiated in 2005. Since then 

the number of participants and schools have increased exponentially. Now, it has 

become a national event where thousands of students participate and try to prove 

themselves. This year 48 students from Links participated in the 10th National 

ISMO Competition. The test was held on 23rd November 2014 at different 

branches of Pak-Turk School. The students spent a lot of time preparing for the 

challenging test in order to acquire good results. Along with the students, the 

teachers also worked hard to make this possible. The award ceremony for        

students from Karachi was held at the Karachi University. Four students made      

everyone proud at Links by securing positions among the top 20 in Karachi.        

Among them was Ibaad Abro of 6L who not only secured the 4th position in all 

of Pakistan, but also stood first in all of Karachi. All students were awarded     

certificates and cash prizes.  The tireless efforts of the Math teacher, Ms. Jessica 

were also acknowledged. All in all, it was a wonderful experience for all the     

students who participated and a source of great pride for Links to have its       

students excel in the field of Mathematics. Position holders listed on the right: 

Names & Positions       
secured by Links       

students at the ISMO 
2014 

Ibaad Abro                 6L 

1st position in Karachi 

4th position in Pakistan 

Syed Saarim Raza       5L 

3rd position in Karachi 

22nd position in Pakistan 

Syeda Anum Zahra     8P 

15th position in Karachi 

1o6th position in Pakistan 

Kayan Sayeed              8L 

18th position in Karachi 

118th position in Pakistan 

Ibaad Abro receiving his cash 
prize 

The winners with Mr. Richard 
Davidson, Head of School The winners of ISMO 2015 with their 

proud parents 
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One of the prime highlights of a school is the annual concert that it puts up. Links, too, is famous for its 
memorable takes on timeless classics. This year, our school concert was none other than the very famous  
musical “West Side Story”. Putting up a musical is a daunting task. From acting to dancing to singing,        
everything needed practice. And practice is what we did for a whole month, even though it was a very short 
period of time. Be it the main actors, the singers or the dancers, everyone rehearsed their parts endlessly. In 
fact, this was a time that we had most fun. The teachers had become very hard task masters knowing they had 
to have us prepared within time. Before we knew it, the final day arrived. The air was filled with excitement 
and we were incredibly charged and restless to go up and perform for our families and friends. Once we were 
on the stage, it was as if we had been doing this for a long time. In the end, it turned out to be a fantastic 
show. We not only pulled it off, in fact we did a commendable job. There was no one in the audience who 
did not cheer for us. The choir performed brilliantly; the lead actors were bold and confident and completely 
in character; and the singers were almost flawless. When all is said and done, our version of West Side Story 
was a remarkable effort of students and teachers alike, and it shall remain a cherished and memorable act for 
us for all times to come. 

Sports News  

West Side Story Retold       By Meher  Pa ra cha  -  9L  

Backstage Fun 

Remarkable   
Performances 

Annual Inter Club Swimming 
Galas 

Links Basketball Team at the 
KAS Basketball Tournament 

Annual Inter School Futsal 
Tournament-Haque Academy 
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For those of you who might be unaware, IBL stands for Inquiry Based 
Learning, which is based on putting students in a situation where they 
have to work together as a team and use their skills in order to achieve 
a certain task. In March 2015, the students of grade 8 arrived for their 
IBL session, equipped with scissors, tape, glue, pencils and coloured 
paper, wondering what their task of the day might be. The emphasis of 
this session was specialization and the division of labour, so the       
students were asked to  create and decorate paper cubes. The task may 
seem rudimentary but as the students decided which of their group 
members was in charge of sketching the outline, cutting the paper,  
constructing the cube and decorating the end product, they realized 
that each of them had their own unique skill set which would prove 
useful to their team. Within a few minutes, the students were           
engrossed in trying to do the best job they could, for their group and 
the reduction of the noise level was a testament to their focus. Some 
groups excelled whilst others cracked under the   pressure and started 
to blame their team members for doing a poor job. Once the job was 
done, the students were asked to reflect on the task and discuss the 
importance of cooperating and compromise. The children had fun 
and gained a valuable insight about how to deal with real life situations, 
which is a lesson they will hopefully, never forget.  

IBL-Division of Labour   

B y  M r .  A s a d  M a h m o o d - F a c u l t y ,  U P S  

Towards the end of the first term, the IBL students 
of grade 5 and 6 went on a field trip to The State 
Bank of Pakistan, in Karachi. The students of 
Links arrived at the State Bank, teeming with     
excitement about their first field trip of the year, 
and about the different things they would           
encounter that day. Due to a time constraint, and 
there being so much to see, each section was      
escorted by their very own tour guide who had a 
comprehensive knowledge of every artifact at the 
bank and how money was regulated in Pakistan. 
The students were particularly excited to see the 
very same artifacts that they had studied about in 
their grade 5 history books i.e. the statue of the 
dancing girl from the Indus Valley Civilization. 
Overall, the students learned a lot, got a chance to 
watch a video, shop from the souvenir store and 
were even given tiny bags of shredded money as a 
memento of their memorable trip.   

Field Trip to State Bank of Pakistan 
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During September 2014, the teachers from Links were given the opportunity to attend Professor Tony 
Buzan’s Mind Map workshop at the Marriott, in Karachi. The workshop began with the enigmatic Tony 
Buzan, the man with the highest creative I.Q. in the world, perched on his throne-like chair telling tales about 
his experience at school. Within minutes, every teacher in the room was hanging on his every word and    
nodding along each statement like students listening intently to their favourite teacher. The activities that    
followed included teachers making a mind map of their CV’s, a mind map of their ideal school, writing a   
poem about their experience as educators, and finally, presenting them in front of the cameras that were   
rolling continuously throughout the 3-day workshop. The teachers of Links truly shone like the stars that they 
are and gained a wealth of knowledge from the great Tony Buzan, which they shared with their colleagues 
and students, making Links the first school in Karachi to implement the innovative technique of mind     
mapping.  

Unleashing Creativity         By  Ahmed Ashfa que  -  6L  

Mind Mapping Workshop by Tony Buzan 
By Asad  Mahmood-Fac u l t y ,  UPS 

A mind map is a diagram used to visually organize information. It is often created around a single concept, 
drawn as an image in the center of a blank landscape page, to which associated  representations of ideas such 
as images, words and parts of words are added. On the 8th of November, 2014, the students and teachers of 
Links spent an entire day working on mind maps. The purpose of this fun-filled learning activity was to teach 
the students this magnificent tool called mind map. Students along with teachers worked on a number of 
mind maps related to their subjects and then put them up for display. It was truly an educational experience 
filled with creativity.  
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In October, Links students participated in the Annual Boys Sindh 
Open Swimming Championship. This gala was open for all schools to 
participate in Sindh. Swimmers came in from Hyderabad and other 
interior cities. This is the only event in Karachi that swimmers take 
seriously. If you do well at the Sindh Open, you are given a chance to 
try for the Nationals representing your province or Pakistan overseas. 
Swimmers train five days a week for this event. 
To qualify for the Links School team, we had to swim our best at the 
trials. Many Links students from all classes participated in the trials 
that were held at the SKBZ School in Defence, which had a full length 
25m pool. Majority of the students at the trials put up amazing times 
but the fastest swimmers were selected to participate as it was the most 
important championship in the province. Once the team was formed, 
we went to the competition as one school, strong among many.  
The Championship was held at the Karachi Gymkhana on October 18
-19 over two days. On the day of the championship, we swam against 
strong, elite swimmers and most of us made it to Finals. Coaches and 
parents were cheering loud for us. We had trained very hard and our 
swimming coach, Ms. Yasmeen encouraged us to focus on doing our 
personal best. Kayan Sayeed and I made it to 4th and 5th Positions in 
some events. We made our school, parents and coach very proud. All 
in all, this was an incredible experience for all the participants. 

Sindh Boys Open                 By  K i y a  Sayeed  -  6P  

The KWSA (Karachi Women’s Swimming        
Association) had organised the “Palmolive Sindh    
Women’s Swimming Championship” with    
Palmolive as the main sponsor of the event. The 
22nd Palmolive Sindh Women’s Swimming  
Championship was held at Karachi Gymkhana, on 
the 11th and 12th of October, 2014.  
This competition is open across Sindh for all     
female participants, from various age groups. Many 
schools and clubs participated in this              
Championship including Links. Quite a few       
students from Links had participated in this event. 
They were trained by none other than our         
dedicated swimming coach, Ms Yasmeen. The 
names of the participants from Links are as follows: 
Annan Shah, Areesha Nozaki, Fahal Dossa, Nusha 
Dossa, Malaika Jamal, Maha Ahmed, Manal Dossa 
and Zara Hassan.  
The Links team gave its very best and supported 
one another throughout the event. 

Sindh Girls Open      By Faha l  Do s sa  -  7L  
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Earlier this year, Links received news of an upcoming athletics meet at 
KAS (Karachi American School). The meet was open to many schools 
to come and participate. This was a great opportunity as our Links stu-
dents would be able to participate and do their best in athletics. 
Not long after we heard about this meet, Links e-mailed all the       stu-
dents about a trial for students who wished to participate. This trial was 
to be held on the 27th of April 2015 at the Neighbourhood Park across 
the road. We all ran in the events of our choice. The trials were tough 
as the races were neck and neck. A week after the trials all the partici-
pants were finalized and practices began in the mornings before school 
at the Neighbourhood Park. 
On Thursday, 9th April, all the participants packed up early from 
school and made their way to the KAS School. Once we got there we 
were shocked to see the huge track. Not only that but it was a super  
sunny day and the temperature was very high. We took our seats and  
waited for the events to begin.  
Finally, the races began! Watching the participants run was incredible. 
We could tell that everyone was doing their best. In total there were 
around 70 participants who participated in different events from sprints 
to long distance to shot put etc. I’m proud to say that all my fellow 
Links participants ran their best. 

Rowing Regatta        By  Ma l a i k a  Jama l  -  7L  

Athletics Meet      B y  K a y a n  S a y e e d  -  8 L  

Links provides a variety of Sports activities. One such    
activity is rowing. Rowing is a fun and fascinating sport. It is 
an intense sport that takes place in sleek, narrow boats on 
the water. Rowing demands high degrees of endurance, 
strength, teamwork, mental toughness, and an ability to 
continue on when your body is telling you that you can't. 
Rowers sit in a boat and use an oar to propel the boat. 
Links has its very own rowing team. The team members 
practise and participate in rowing events at the Karachi 
Boat Club. We go to practise for regattas on a regular   
basis. Recently, the Links Rowing Team participated in 
one of the biggest regattas that takes place in ISR which is 
an interschool event. We had practised endlessly for the 
upcoming regatta. On the day of the event, we were ready 
and excited to compete with other teams. The Links team 
rowed to the very best of its ability. At the end of the event, 
we were exhilarated and excited to have been a part of 
such a challenging competition. 
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The Links Sports Day is a highly anticipated 
event of the year. It is an event in which all     
students take part in competitive sporting       
activities. In our school, a popular feature is the 
house system, which means that the houses  
compete with one another with the aim of taking 
home the trophy. This year, the Links Annual 
Sports Day was held at the Rahat Football      
Stadium in the month of November. This is a 
time when the weather is remarkably pleasant for 
a long span of games on the field. The day    
started off with house teachers assembling their 
teams and soon instructions were given and the 
events kicked off. One by one the events took 
place. There were four main events and a tug of 
war. Throughout the day, the competitive streak 
could be felt in the air as students worked hard 
to achieve the set goals in order to help their  
respective houses to win. This year, like the   
previous two years, the Blue Sharks bagged the    
winning trophy. On the whole, it was a day full of 
fun, excitement and sportsmanship. 

Annual Sports Day       By J i b ra n  Jah -  9P  

The Links Annual World Math Day Competition 
took place on the 12th of March, 2015. It was an 
inter house event in which each house had 5       
students ranging from grades 5 – 9 participating in it. 
There were three rounds which included individual 
questions, group questions and drawing patterns 
with the help of instructions. Parents of children 
who were participating were invited to support their 
children and appreciate their eagerness to   succeed. 
House members showed their support for their   
respective houses by putting in some loud cheers. It 
was a highly challenging affair and all participants 
were very well prepared. The Blue Shark took the 
lead and dominated most of the contest; although, 
there was a late comeback from the Green Gators 
who gave their best to win the competition.        
Nevertheless, the Sharks remained undeterred in 
their efforts and refused to allow any other team to 
win.  

World Math Day 2015    By  Amaan  Zak i  -  9 P  
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Links held its Annual Science Fair at LPS on Saturday 14th March, 2015. Students from grade 3 to grade 
9 set up their science experiments with great zeal. Parents arrived to watch students present their          
experiments to them. During the fair, students competed for honors and awards as they made         
presentations to the external as well as internal judges. It was an exciting event that encouraged students to 
think like young scientists. There was a huge range of experiments; from Physics to Chemistry to         
Robotics. Although it was a tiring day for all students, they all took pride in putting up their display 
boards and explaining their experiments to parents. At the end of the day a lot of students won awards for 
different categories.  

Links Science Fair 2015     By  Naza l  Manzoo r  -  9L 
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Pakistan Education Foundation (also known as 
P.E.F) has a carnival and charity bazaar every 
year to raise money for children who cannot  
afford to go to school, college or university. This 
carnival mostly happens in February at Beach 
Luxury Hotel. Many schools participate in this 
noble charity drive and put up stalls to raise 
money.  
Links has been putting up a stall at the P.E.F 
Carnival since 2012 and our stall is always the 
classic and amazing “Minute to win it”.  This 
year, too, our booth was immensely successful. 
Not only did people enjoy the games we offered, 
we also ended up making a lot of money for a 
charitable cause.  
Apart from ours, there were some amazing stalls 
at the Carnival. Some notable ones were the 
Haunted House and the Photo Booth. 
The Carnival was a lot of fun and we enjoyed 
ourselves tremendously. However, what was truly 
gratifying was the fact that we helped raise money 
for those who need it while having fun. 

F o r  a  G o o d  C a u s e !      B y  Ay l a  Adnan  &  Faha l  Dos sa  -  7L  

On October 8th, 2014, Links students from classes 9 & 10 had 
the opportunity to visit Malaysia for a cultural trip                
accompanied by two teachers. The excitement before and   
during the trip was overwhelming and the fact that we were 
travelling with our friends made it even more special. The flight 
to Malaysia was the beginning of an amazingly memorable   
period of our lives. We did not get even a wink of sleep       
because we were having a laugh and just jumping around from 
one seat to another. Our journey in Malaysia began with a two 
night stay at the A’famosa Resort. In the following days, we  
visited a water park and went for go-carting. We also visited 
Kuala Lumpur and enjoyed its beautiful scenery, not to     
mention the Patronas Twin Towers. The most fun we had was 
at the shopping malls, where we shopped to our hearts’        
desires. Even though, our days were spent sightseeing and    
visiting famous places, we would stay up all night and have 
loads of fun. And before we knew it, our trip came to an end 
and we returned home safely. If it wasn’t for the unforgettable 
and cherished memories of the trip, it would all seem like a 
wonderful dream to us.  

A Trip to Remember  
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To pay Homage to the greatest of all     
prophets, the students of Links Upper        
Primary & Secondary School  arranged a   
Mehfil-e-Zikr-e-Nabi on Friday, 16th January 
2015. Students from grades 5 to 11 recited the 
delighful naats with zeal and zest. Moreover, 
recitation of Quranic verses and hadiths made 
the affair truly spiritual. The mehfil took place 
outside in the courtyard. The naats and 
hamds were recited in groups as well as      
individually. All students wore beautiful white 
clothes and the girls adorned colourful      
duppatas. The sweet voices of the children 
reciting durood enlightened the hearts of all. 
The beautiful décor put up by the teachers 
made the mehfil even more wonderful. This 
event would not have been possible without 
the efforts of Ms. Farah and Ms. Asma. The 
presence of   parents served as a source of  
encouragement for students. The program 
ended with the  distribution of mithai and a 
dua.  

Milad at Links       By L a i ba  Shah i d  -  9L 

Earth Day Celebrations  

Founded in 1970 as a day of education about 
environmental issues, Earth Day is now a 
globally celebrated holiday. This day is       
focused on green awareness. Earth Day was 
originally aimed at creating a mass              
environmental movement.  

On the 22nd of April, Links celebrated Earth 
Day. The students were asked to come 
dressed in green and blue to celebrate this 
day. Related activities were carried out in the 
classrooms and once again, students were 
made aware of how they can protect Earth 
and preserve its resources.  

We should all make a more collective effort 
to ensure a cleaner & greener environment 
every day and not just on Earth Day. 
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Links is one of the first schools in Pakistan to introduce the phenomenal subject of C.A.S.E to its students.  
CASE at Links is one of those subjects that makes our school more gratifying for the students and teaches 
them various skills.  
CASE stands for: Creativity, Action, Service and Enrichment, and these are the four things that Links teaches 
its students in order to make them well-rounded individuals. This is a chance for us to go beyond the        
academics and have an understanding of different skills and develop them further. CASE enables the        
students to work together as a team and enhances their personal and communal expansions through          
experience.  
The various kinds of CASE studies that we have at Links include, Table Tennis, Volleyball, First Aid,   
Scrabble, Puppet Theatre, Science club, Debate and Cooking.  

C . A . S . E  S t u d y             By  B r i s hk  Manz oo r  -  8P  

Enterprise  Cooking  

Scrabble  First Aid 

Science 
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17th April’ 2015 will be a date etched in the memories of our graduating class for many years to come. From 
the senior year girls wearing beautiful sarees for the very first time in their lives, to the entire class coming  
together for a formal group photo potentially for the last time , it was a night that marked the beginning of the 
next exciting chapter of their lives whilst giving a warm closure to their former years spent at Links. 
The evening comprised of multiple activities to celebrate this end of an era. The hosts primarily comprising 
of the Years 9 & 10 students began the program by welcoming and subsequently, thanking the senior class for 
their contribution to the school life before graciously inviting our very talented dancers to wow the audience 
with their well-choreographed moves and grooves. The festive mood continued with the announcement of 
the Year 11 titles, each one carefully chosen based on the eclectic personalities of these striking individuals. 
Cutting the air of anticipation, the more coveted titles pertaining to the prom king and queen, along with the 
lady and lord of the nights were subsequently made. To recognize and express their gratitude for all the    
support provided by the faculty members over the years, the graduating class took the centre stage to         
announce the teacher titles for all the teachers who had played an instrumental role in their academics and 
pastoral care.  
Alas, the night came to an end on a poignant note – a farewell video with heartfelt and personalized messages 
recorded by the staff and the students specially for Class 11, cherishing their journey and embracing the    
legacy that would be left behind. The emotions evoked during this video were soft yet so powerful, ranging 
from tears of joy to uncontrollable chuckles! 

Au Revoir Grade 11!     B y  S a n a  U m a i r - F a c u l t y ,  U P S  


